

CLAIMS 



I claim: 



1. 



Apparatus comprising: 



5 



a self-service merchandise dispensing machine selectively operative to dispense 
merchandise; 

a user interface associated with the dispensing machine, wherein the interface 
includes an article reading device, wherein the article reading device is operative 
to read a machine readable article associated with a user, wherein the machine 
readable article corresponds to a source of monetary value, and wherein the 
interface includes an input device operative to receive at least one input from a 
user; 

a cash value dispensing mechanism associated with the dispensing 
machine; 

a controller operatively connected to the dispensing machine, the user 
interface and the cash value dispensing mechanism; 
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wherein the controller is operative to cause a merchandise dispense from 
the merchandise dispensing machine having an associated charge and to 
cause a cash value dispense of an amount from the cash value dispensing 
mechanism, responsive to at least one input to the input device, and 
5 wherein the controller is operative responsive to reading the machine 

readable article with the article reading device to cause generation of a 
charge record wherein the charge record, includes data representative of 
the source of monetary value, the charge, and the amount, 

■S 2. The apparatus according to claim 1 wherein the machine readable article read by 

W the article reading device includes a stored value memory, and wherein the article reading device 

is operative responsive to the cash value dispensed by the cash value dispensing mechanism to 

include data representative of the amount in the stored value memory. 

3. The apparatus according to claim 1 wherein the cash value dispensing mechanism 
^" is operative during the cash value dispense to dispense at least one note. 

15 4. The apparatus according to claim 1 wherein the user interface further includes an 

output device, wherein the controller is further operative to cause the output device to output 
prompt messages to a user concerning operation of the input device. 
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5. The apparatus according to claim 1 and further comprising a cash value accepting 
device associated with the merchandise dispensing machine, wherein the cash value accepting 
device is operative to accept at least one cash value item from a user, and wherein the cash value 
accepting device is operatively connected to the controller, and wherein the controller is 

5 operative to apply the charge associated with the dispensed merchandise to the cash value item. 

6. The apparatus according to claim 5 wherein the cash value accepting device 
includes a note acceptor and the cash value item includes a note. 

^ifl 7. The apparatus according to claim 5 wherein the cash value accepting device 

includes a stored value card reader and the stored value item includes a stored value card. 

Ip 8. The apparatus according to claim 1 wherein the self-service merchandise 

M dispensing machine is operative to dispense merchandise which includes motor fuel 



'"^ 9, The apparatus according to claim 3 wherein the cash value dispensing mechanism 

includes a cash supply component, wherein the cash supply component holds a supply of notes, 
and wherein the cash supply component is removably mounted on the merchandise dispensing 

15 machine. 
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10. The apparatus according to claim 3 wherein the cash value dispensing mechanism 
includes a roll of notes, whVrein the cash value dispensing mechanism is selectively operative to 
dispense the note from the roU. 

1 1. The apparatus according to claim 10 wherein the roll includes a movable web, 
wherein the notes in the roll are held in supporting connection with the web. 

12. The apparatus according to claim 10 wherein the cash dispensing mechanism 
further comprises a note/web separating member, wherein the note/web separating member is 
operative to engage the note to separate the note from the web, wherein the note is dispensed 
from the machine without the web attached thereto, 

13. The apparatus according to claim 1 1 wherein the cash value dispensing 
mechanism is operative to deliver a note to a user in attached relation with the web. 

14. The apparatus according to claim 13 wherein the web includes a releasible 
adhesive thereon, whereby notes are separable from the web after dispense to a user. 

15. The apparatus according to claim 10 wherein the roll comprises a plurality of 
notes, each of the notes having generally parallel, opposed edges of similar dimension, and 
wherein the roll comprises a plurality of releasible connectors, each connector operative to 
connect an area of one first note to an area of at least one second note, wherein the connector is 
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operative to releasibly connect the first and second notes with their respective edges in generally 
adjacent relation. 

16. The apparatus according to claim 15 wherein each releasible connector comprises 
a generally flexible member, wherein the flexible member spans the generally adjacent edges of 
the first and second notes. 

17. The apparatus according to claim 16 wherein the flexible member includes 
releasible adhesive, wherein the adhesive releasibly engages the first and second notes with the 
flexible member. 

18. The apparatus according to claim 15 wherein the cash value dispensing 
mechanism is operative to deliver notes in attached relation with the cormectors. 

19. The apparatus according to claim 13 wherein the cash value dispensing 
mechanism includes disposed first and second engaging devices in operative engagement with 
the web, wherein the first and second engaging devices are in operative connection with the 
controller, and wherein the controller is operative to cause the web to move to produce a loop in 
the web between the first and second engaging devices in the dispensing machine, and wherein 
the controller is operative to release the first engaging device to enable delivery of a portion of 
the web which includes the loop from the dispensing machine while holding the web adjacent the 
second engaging device in the machine. 
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20. The apparatus according to claim 10 and further comprising a cash value 
accepting device in operative connection with the self-service dispensing machine, wherein the 
cash value accepting device is in operative connection with the controller, and wherein the cash 
value accepting device is operative to accept a presented note, and wherein the accepting device 
is operative to determine if the note is genuine, and wherein the controller is operative responsive 
to the accepting device determining that the presented note is genuine to include the presented 
note in the roll. 

21. The apparatus according to claim 20 wherein the controller is operative responsive 
to the accepting device determining that the presented note is not genuine to discharge the 
accepted note from the cash accepting device. 

22. The apparatus according to claim 20 wherein the accepted note is associated with 
a cash value, and wherein the controller is operative to apply the charge for the dispensed 
merchandise against the cash value. 

23. A method of operating the apparatus recited in claim 1 comprising in any order 
the steps of: 

(a) reading a machine readable article with the reading device; 
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(b) 



dispensing merchandise from the self-service dispensing machine 
responsive to an input to the input device, the dispensed merchandise 
having an associated charge; 



(c) dispensing cash value from the cash value dispensing mechanism 
responsive to an input to the input device, the cash value dispensed 
corresponding to an amount; and 

(d) charging the source of monetary value the amount and the charge. 

24. The method according to claim 23 wherein step (a) includes reading a credit card 
associated with a user's credit card account, and step (d) includes charging the user's credit card 
account for the amount and the charge. 

25. The method according to claim 23 wherein step (b) includes dispensing motor fuel 
from the self-service merchandise dispensing machine. 

26. The method according to claim 23 wherein step (c) includes dispensing at least 
one note from the cash value dispensing mechanism. 

27. The method according to claim 26 wherein the cash value dispensing mechanism 
includes a cash supply component, wherein the cash supply component holds a supply of notes, 
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and wherein the cash supply component is removably mounted on the merchandise dispensing 
machine, and further comprising the step of removing the cash supply component from the 
merchandise dispensing machine, wherein in performing the method, step (c) is not executed 
when the cash supply component has been removed from the merchandise dispensing machine 
i and in step (d) the source of monetary value is charged only the charge for dispensed 
merchandise. 
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